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. 0 come Jet us works, and. bow don, and hneel before the 
Lore our Maker.” 4 


reaſonable and intelligent beings, 1 owed with thought, and 


capable of reflection, the propriety of praiſing and adoring their 


great Creator for the mercies he vouchſaſes unto them, ſhould ſeem 
ſo evident as to ſupercede the neceſſity of exhortations thereunto.— 
The inſtances of his goodneſs are ſo numerous, and ſo conſpicuous, 


that it ſhould ſeem that they could not eſcape the obſervation and 


grateful acknowledgements of his rational creatures. Whether we look 
up to the Firmament above, and contemplate the wonders there, or 


ſurvey the carth, and reflect on the contrivance with which he has pre- 
| pared and fitted it for the uſe of man; whether we conſider that bounty 


« which filleth all things living with plenteouſneſs, giving us rain from 
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Heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food and Zladneſs,“ 


or think on the daily obligations we are under to him, in relieving 
our wants, aiding our infirmities, ſupporting us under troubles, ex- 
tricating us from difficulties, or protecting us from dangers, his good- 
neſs claims our admiration, his providential care excites our gratitude, 
—Which ever way we turn our eyes, his mercies encompaſs us on 
every ſide. | But by being continually accuſtomed to thoſe mercies, 
too often 1s 1t that we grow inattentive to them; and though of the 
greateſt importance, ſuffer them to paſs unregarded and unreſpect- 
ed. Very obſervable is this inattention in men to the goodneſs 
of God in the œconomy of nature for inſtance ; - where the ſuc- 
ceſſion of day and night, and the changes of the ſeaſons, are ſel- 
dom perhaps contemplated with that thankfulneſs which is due to 
the great Creator and Governor of the Univerſe : and thus the bleſ- 


ſings of health and life are generally conſidered as matters. of courſe, 


without any reflections that they are favours granted, and continued 
to us by the benignity of Heaven. For theſe and all other mer- 


cies of God, however, it is our duty to be thankful, and amongſt 
the various inſtances of his goodnels, | for the occafion of aſſem- 
bling here this day, appointed by the King a day of public thank 
giving, for his recovery from a dangerous illneſs; a circumſtance, 
which, properly conſidered, may give us ample room for gratitude 
to the Lord our Maker, the author of every good gift. 


« What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward 
me? I will take the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord, now, in the prefence of 


all his people.” Such were the gratefal effuſions of the royal: pſalmiſt, 
| q. > | when 


CL 


when he had determined to offer up praiſes and thankſgivings to 


God in the great Congregation for his deliverance from ſicknels ; 

and ſuch may be ſuppoſed to have been the ſentiments of our 
pious Sovereign, on his reſolving to go to the Houſe of God in public 
and ſolemn proceſſion, to offer unto him there, on like occaſion, the 
ſacrifice of praiſe, and to call upon the name of the Lord: An ex- 
ample of piety worthy of admiration, _ which ought to diſſeminate 
amongſt all ranks of people, that regard to Providence which his 


mercies claim, and teach them to think on him “ in whom we live, : 


and move, and have our being“: which ſhould have its influence, 


amidſt the diſſipation of the age, even in this diſtant and remote, 


corner of the kingdom; as the lighted candle in the cottage of the 


huſbandman is ſometimes the- guide of ſafety to travellers gh 


| the extenſive darkneſs of the night. 


It is eminence that 0 example efficacious. When therefore 
the ſovereign of a mighty empire is ſeen humbling himſelf in 
the fight of Heaven, and offering up public adorations to the 


throne of grace, for bleſſings which he ſhares in common with the 


reſt of mankind, ſuch an example cannot fail to awaken in his peo- 
ple a proper ſenſe of the frailty of their condition, and their de- 
pendance on God for all they have, and all they are; and con- 


ſequently prove the means of exciting their piety, and turning their 


feet unto his teſtimonies., Devotion in the Governor of a people 
always produces it in the people themſelves: for as is the fountain- 
head, ſo. will be the ſtreams and rivulets which it ſends forth. 


Proſperity and happineſs are every where promiſed in' the goſpel 
to the righteous, the proſperity of individuals conſtitutes the proſpe- 
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| [#1 
of the whole; and ſo it is that © righteouſneſs exalteth a nation.” 
—Our acknowledgements, therefore, are undoubtedly due to the 'Lord 
for the ſolemnity of this day ; inaſmuch as his ſervant our king and 
governor, has thereby ſet an example of piety, which if duly attend- 
ed to, cannot fail to produce the happieſt effects, and greatly tend 
to promote the cauſe of religion over all the kingdom. 


Nor is it in this reſpect only that we ought to be thankful to 
God for the re- eſtabliſnment of the King's health, which it becomes 
us further and otherwiſe to conſider in the light of an interpoſition 
of Providence in behalf of the nation. While it was yet in doubt 
whether it would pleaſe. God to reſtore his Majeſty to the prayers 
of his people, ſympathiſir ing with the ſufferings of their beloved Mo- 
narch, the affections of the nation kindled, and a general uneaſineſs 
and anxiety prevailed; while his ſubjects were in ſuſpence, and la- 
bouring with ſorrow and apprehenſion for their ſovereign, the wel- 
fare of the realm ſeemed to periclitate with him, as in the body 
natural, when the head is affected with any malady the whole con- 
ſtitution in ſome degree ſuffers with it, - the event then apprehended, 
being at. that juncture, it is ſaid, beſides the preſent derangement of 
the State, invoived in circumſtances the moſt embarraſſing. But ſince - 
it hath pleaſed Him whoſe providence extendeth to all, even to the | 
meaneſt of his creatures, but is moſt graciouſly viſible in watching 
over the perſons of princes, to extend his mercy to the King, and 
by delivering him from the dangerous illifeſs with which he was 
afflicted, to preſerve us from all the conſequences of his non-recovery, | 
—« Tet us worſhip, and bow down, and kneel before the Lord 

our Maker, and heartily rejoice in the ſtrength of our ſalvation.— 
For the Lord is good, his mercy is everlaſting, and his truth, en- 
dureth to all generations.” E 

| Whether 


E 
Whether the ſucceſſor to the throne, upon a termination of the 
preſent reign, might or not think proper to have alterations made 


in the government, whether he might or not have yielded to the 
temptations that await on ſovereignty, and ſhrunk from the cares 


of State, regardleſs of the charge entruſted to him, is beyond our 
conjectures and what cannot be known. But this we know, as it 
appears from the records of hiſtory, that alterations in government 
have been made, on ſuch events taking place, ſometimes in fa- 
vour, ſometimes to the prejudice of the people; that the beſt in- 
tended and beſt calculated regulations, where a nation has been ac- 
cuſtomed to a ſeries of proſperity, are ſeldom received with general 
approbation, frequently with expreſſions of popular diſcontent, and 
ſometimes not without diſturbance. Whether the nation would be 
happier or not, under a new monarch, it is of no avail for us 


to enquire, and indeed, an enquiry which it is not for us to make; 
but knowing and. experiencing as. we do, the happineſs of the pre- 


ſent laws, let us be therewith content, and rejoice, that by the recovery 


of our preſent gracious Sovereign, for which we are here aſſembled 
to thank the King of Kings; the bleſſings we enjoy under him con- 
tinue unendangered. Theſe bleſſings indeed, being what we are daily 5 


accuſtomed to, are perhaps feldom conſidered” as ſuch ; but are NEVEr- 
theleſs what have a claim upon our gratitude; as will plainly ap- 


pear from a brief compariſon between the condition of other coun. 


tries nd our "Own: 


| With reſpedt to: 2 advantages, England is confeſſedly poſſeſſed 


of ſeveral ſuperior to what many other nations can boaſt. The cli- 
mate in general is fine, and the ſoil fertile. No Equinoctial heats 


here parch the thirſty ground, and render a ceſſation from work 


neceſlary, 
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neceſſary for ſome hours of the day, the intolerable fervours of a 
vertical ſun, driving man and beaſt to ſeek for ſhelter, or darting 
down upon them inſtantaneous death. The ſeverities of winter here 


fink to nothing, hen we turn our thoughts to thoſe regions where 


the miſerable people dig their hahitations beneath in the earth, covered 
with ſnow, and without ſeeing the light of the ſun for months toge- 
ther. No volcanoes are here known to oyerwhelm houſes, villages, 
and towns with torrents of liquid fire. No inundations here deluge 


the land, and unexpectedly lay waſte the hopes of the farmer. Fa- 
mine, earthquakes, plagues, and peſtilences, thoſe ſcourges of the 


Lord, this country is a en to. 


But little would it ſignify to be in 1 poſſeſſion of the h ad- 
vantages of nature, without having it in one's power to enjoy them. 
Other nations there are, poſſeſſed of fertility of ſoil, indeed, and 
temperature of climate ſuperior even to ours; but to the inhabitants 
it is as though they had them not; they cannot, they dare not avail 
themſelves of them, groaning beneath the iron ſceptre of tyranny and 
oppreſſion. There no law is obſerved but the pleaſure of the tyrant; 
no juſtice but what arbitrary power deigns to adminiſter; no en- 
couragement to induſtry, no ſecurity to property. There the lords 
of territories hold a deſpotic power over their tenants and inferiors, 
whom they call their ſubjects, and transfer and aſſign them over with 
the lands, catttle, and furniture. The peaſants have no property, 
all their acquiſitions ſerving only to enrich their maſters. They are 
indiſpenſibly obliged to cultivate the earth; they are incapable of en- 
tering upon any condition of life, that might procure them freedom 
without the permiſſion of their lords; and they are expoſed to the diſ- 


mal, and Ry fatal effects of the caprice, cruelty, and barba- 
rity 


I is | 
rity of their tyrannical maſters, who oppreſs them with impunity ; 
and having an © abſolute and uncontroulable power over their lives 
and properties, too often abuſe it in the moſt groſs and wanton 
manner. Unhappy is the man who is there ſuſpected of being rich, 
as it never fails to invite the hand of power and rapacity, and prove 
his ruin. There the farmer, meagre, diſpirited and dejected, exhi- 
bits a ſpectacle of indigence hardly credible; and to fee him plough- 


ing the ground with a lean cow, an aſs, and a goat yoked together, 
and in time of tillage, attended by an armed friend or two to pro- 


tect him from being robbed of the ſeed, might excite in an inha- 
bitant of this kingdom, that pity to which human nature is entitled, 
and thoroughly reconcile him to the e of his native country. 


Such is the condition of other nations leſs happy than our own, 


which boaſts of a policy that has for ages been the admiratiom and | 


envy of the world. Here the principles of civil and religious liberty 


are underſtood and admitted in their full extent; the laws enacted 


in part by the people themſelves, open to every one, without diſ- 
tinction. The power entruſted to the ſovereign is neither op- 
preſſive nor terrible to his lubjects; on the contrary, his very 
prerogatives are favourable to the nation's Rberties : he has no temp- 
tations to break in upon the conſtitution on one hand, nor have 
the people on the other reaſon to wiſh or defire that his power 


ſhould be more reſtrained. As the King is ſupreme in all cauſes 


eccleſiaſtical as well as civil, ſo this is without the leaſt prejudice 
either to the Church or State. The religion by law eſtabliſhed, is 


the . Chriſtian Faith in its greateſt purity. Religious perſecution” 


is provided againſt; but the dominion over the conſcience wiſely 


| reſerved to him to whom it belongs, the Supreme Being, to whom 
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every man is accountable; * to whom alone he ought to account. 


—No reſtraint is here laid upon the ſubject, but what tends to his 
ſafety and protection; no power granted to the government but what 
it is the intereſt of the people to preſerve. - The conſequences are, 
extended commerce, and flouriſhing. manufactures, agriculture encou- 
raged, induſtry. rewarded, property protected; the arts and ſciences 
Patroniſed, 8100 foſtered, and the national riches daily encreaing. 


* 


Moſt | oratefully 1 * ah offer up | our Apt and chankſ- 


giving to God for the recovery of our Sovereign; thereby continuing 


to us the bleſſings of his reign, in peace and happineſs, truth and 
juſtice, religion and piety ; let us humbly kneel before the Lord our 
Maker, and entreat of him to grant that his great goodneſs to us, 
and the fervent affections that it hath kindled in our hearts, may ne- 
ver fink into forgetfulneſs nor ingratitude ; but continually excite us 
to fulfill the purpoſes. of this his gracious: diſpenſations towards us, 
by walking henceforth in his holy commandments. Let us pray him 
to perfect this his mercy towards us his ſervants, to continue to us 
his bleſſings, and enable us to profit under them as becometh 2 
people thankful for his loving kindneſs ; that we may ſerve him in 
righteouſneſs and true . holineſs ; and in thankful remembrance of his 


mercies, may ever praiſe and magnify his holy e through Jeſus 


Tot) our Lord and Saviour, 


IE EJ. 


